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DEAR FRIENDS,DEAR FRIENDS,
At the South Sound Reading
Foundation we envision a world
where all children have access to
books and are eager and engaged
readers, where all families read
together daily, and were reading
opens new opportunities. 

With the support of this amazing
community, last year nearly 62,000
South Sound children were able
choose their own books and
experience all the wonder that
awaited them. That is nearly 1,200
children each week with a book in
their hands and learning, page-
turning journeys ahead. 

To watch a child select a book and
light up like a spark, to see them hold
that book to their chest and to know
that they are going to dive in and
explore, and experience, and learn,
and grow...well, there is no feeling
like it. It is truly magical.

So, thank you for understanding the
value and power of literacy and the
magic of reading. Together we are
bringing the JOY and PROMISE of
books and reading to ALL of our
region’s children.

Gratefully,

THIS YEAR BY
THE NUMBERS:



OUR PROGRAMS OUR PROGRAMS 

Family Education - visits parenting groups,
support groups, workshops and literacy nights to
provide books and discuss reading, literacy, and
brain development.

Books for Babies - gives 2,100+ new board
books and literacy information to families leaving
the hospital with newborns.

Born to Read - partners with medical providers
to give board books and information to low-
income families at their baby's  6-month
checkup.

Literacy Outreach Visits - visits low-income
housing units, schools, afterschool programs,
community events and rural areas to promote
reading by distributing 26,000+  free books and
literacy materials.

Literacy Bookshelves - stocks 23,400+ books in
schools and on bookshelves at agencies serving
low-income clients so children can take a free
book home to read.

Bag O' Books - packs individual book orders
totaling 2,500+ books for families in Thurston
and Mason counties, ordered online and picked
up at our office.                  

Books for Kids:
supplies free books

to children &
families

Family Engagement:
educates families

about the importance
of reading

Reading
Engagement:

engages children in
reading and books

Read to Me - shares story time visits and
7,300+ free books with children ages 3-5 at
Head Start and other childcare facilities
monthly.

Phonics Friends-Direct Reading Support -
matches trained volunteers with students
facing challenges in reading proficiency.

Reading Maps - shares fun reading maps with
children and families during school breaks to
keep children engaged.



 FINANCIALS & PEOPLE 
Board of Directors

Income

Expense

Contact Us

2024-2025 Financials 

South Sound Reading Foundation 

Mailing address: 305 College St. NE
Lacey, WA 98516 
Main Office: 360-412-4499
read2me@nthurston.k12.wa.us
www.southsoundreading.org
www.facebook.com/southsoundreading
www.instagram.com/southsoundreading

Physical address: 2830 Willamette Dr.
NE Ste. A,  Lacey, WA 98516 

In Kind Space (12%) 

Grants (9%) 

Contracts (%4)

Earned Interest (1%)

Administration and Fund Development  (22%)

Books & Programs (78%)

Derek Bumrungsiri, President,
Director of Branch Network Retail
Delivery, Peak Credit Union
Rick Peters, Vice President, Adjunct
Professor SPSCC and UW Law,
History Teacher, NOVA Middle
School
Ruth Conn, Past-President/
Secretary, Retired Pediatrician and
SSRF Volunteer
Mike McGauly, CPA, Treasurer,
Principal, Opsahl Dawson Accounting
Amanda Adrian, Graphic Designer,
Marketing Coordinator, Ramblin
Restaurants
Brenna English, Griffin Schools
Dave Fisher, Partner, FM Public
Affairs, LLC
Karen Johnson, North Thurston
Public Schools Director of ELA, Social
Studies, and Library Programs
Kara Meyer, Licensed Psychologist,
Kara Meyer Psychology Services 
Tanya Murray, Adjunct Faculty,
South Puget Sound Community
College
Cynthia Pratt, Poet Laureate City of
Lacey
Liz Selsor, Community Health
Investment Manager, Providence
Swedish South Puget Sound
Frank Wilson, Executive Director of
Operations, Olympia School District 

Staff:
Jennifer Williamson Forster,
Executive Director
Joy Bustanoby, Development
Director
Lynn Neeley, Operations Lead
Jess Lee, Literacy Outreach
Coordinator
Peter Kane, Literacy Outreach
Coordinator

Donated Books (38%)

Events (22%)

Contributions (14%)



THANK YOU DONORS THANK YOU DONORS 
Genevieve Chan

Inger Owen
James Reddick

Jan Suess
Jenna Osterman
Jocelyn McCabe

Joe & Patty Belmonte
Judith & Martin Kimeldorf

Judy A. Covell
Kara Meyer

Karen Johnson
Katherine Berndt
Katherine Dean

Kathryne Wagner
Katie Hurley

Laura Carlson
Lin O’Leary

Lisa & Tom Herrick
Lori Bame

Margaret Curl
Maria Anderson

Mary Gentry
Mel & Jan Murray

Michael Patrick
Renee Radcliff Sinclair

Richard Shepard
Rick Meeder & Sue

Barrett
Sally Jones

Sandy DiBernardo
Sharla Desy
Susan Bryant
Stacey Ray

Stacy Fox-Myers
Tami & Bryan Cole

Trish Gregory
Virginia & Justin

Nordhorn
Stacey Ray

Scott Sprenger
Susan Bryant

Tim Boyd
William Zachmann
Winston McKenna

Aberdeen Rotary
Capital Centennial Rotary
Community Foundation of

South Puget Sound 
Dawkins Charitable Trust
Martin-Fabert Foundation

Lieb Family Fund
Maria Ruth Rudd Fund

Thurston County Children,
Youth, & Families Fund

Olympia Unitarian 
Universalist Church

Skookum Rotary
Foundation 

Small To Tall Pediatric
Dentistry 

Squaxin Island Indian Tribe
Zonta Club of Olympia
Washington State GET

Alyson Owens
Amy & Scott Rowley

Andrea Ruiz
Ann Flannigan & Peter Rex

Ann Yeo
Annette McQueen

Ariane Kurita
Brad & Krista Jurkovich

Brenna English
Brenda Seguirant

Bron & Tuula Lindgren
Bryce and Tara Andrus

Candace Jacobs
Carie Bussey
Carolyn Cox
Carrie Bell

Carrie Swindler
Christine Garst

Christine Hoffman
Christine Long

Courtney Schrieve
David & Jane Nowitz

Dori & Don Ferrel
Edmund Angel

Elizabeth Curneen
Frank Wilson

And the hundreds of donors and volunteers who 
make our mission happen! 

Readership Circle

Amanda Adrian
Andrea Griffith

Anne Wilson
Bridget Sipher
& Matt Ferrel

Craig Ottavelli
Cynthia Pratt

Danielle Rosetta
David & Terri Fisher
Derek Bumrungsiri

 & Kati Kachman
Ellen Middleton

Janice Pober
  Jennifer Williamson

 & David Forster
Jim Justin

Judy & Stephen
Henderson

Kandy Watters
Leslie Panowicz

Marianne McIntosh
Jim & Mary Ellen Jones
Michelle Mewhinney-

Angel
Rick & Christy Peters

Roxanne Lieb
 Ruth Conn

& Dawn Stremel
Tonya Wood

And Anonymous members



THANK YOU SPONSORSTHANK YOU SPONSORS

SPECIAL THANKS TO...SPECIAL THANKS TO...
North Thurston Public Schools, and all area school districts
and our community partners who work with us to reach the

children, youth, and families we collectively serve. 


