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THE SOUTH SOUND
READING FOUNDATION™

We envision a community where all children read well
and enjoy reading, and where reading opens new
opportunities. We are an integral part
of bringing our community closer to this vision.
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Our mission is to bring the joy and promise
of books and reading to all of our region's
children. f2 N | |- N




Compassionate

® Compassionate

We are compassionate, kind, respectful, and supportive.

Collaborative

We are collaborative, community-focused, service-driven, and
volunteer-centered.

Collaborative

Responsive

Friendly and Fun

We support all children and families. We provide them with

education and resources. We bring joy and exploration to them (
through books, reading, and learning. o re

@ Inclusive Va I ues

We lgilre inclusive, intentional, transformational, adaptive, and Friendly and Fun
nimple.

Responsive

We are responsive, reliable, accessible, and prompt. We
customize our services and resources to respond to needs, and
we believe choice is critical to our mission.




Founded in 2001 by North Thurston Public Schools in partnership with
area school districts, early learning centers, Olympia Pediatrics, and
Timberland Regional Library.

As an affiliate of the National Children’s Reading Foundation.
Serve the South Sound Region.

To increase graduation rates and 379/4% grade reading levels. Initially
served in conjunction with a few partners and distributed around 1000
books per year.

Since then, we've established relationships with hundreds of
organizations and agencies to bring free books, family education, and
reading engagement programming to our South Sound community.

82% of teachers, parents, and community partners we surveyed said
they observed an improvement in their children’s interest in reading or
reading habits as a result of the South Sound Reading Foundation.



Books for Kids: supplies free books to children & families “%nﬁ:dc@‘\‘

« Literacy Book Van - visits low-income housing units, schools, afterschool programs,
community events and rural areas to promote reading by distributing free books and
literacy materials.

» Books for the Break - partners with schools and food banks to deliver books to homeless
and low income children.

« Literacy Bookshelves - stocks books on bookshelves at agencies serving low-income clients
so children and families can take a free book home to read.

« Bag O' Books - packs individual book orders for families in Thurston and Mason counties.

Family Education: educates families about the importance of reading
« Family Education - visits parenting groups, support groups, workshops and literacy nights
to provide books and discuss reading, literacy, and brain development.

« Books for Babies - gives new board books and literacy information to families leaving the
hospital with newborns.

« Born to Read - partners with medical providers to give board books and information to low-
income families at well- baby checkups.

Reading Engagement: engages children in reading and books
« Read to Me - shares story time and free books with children at Head Start and other
childcare facilities.

« Book Clubs and Book Talks - partners with programs that serve low-income children and
youth to host book clubs and book talks.

» Reading Maps - shares fun reading maps with children and families during school breaks
to keep children engaged.



FINANCIALS & PEOPLE

2023-2024 Financials

Expense

Income

. Donated Books (50%)

. Events (30%) . Contracts (5%)

South Sound Reading Foundation

Main Office: 360-412-4499
read2me@nthurston.k12.wa.us
e www.southsoundreading.org
Thank you for supporting literacy www.facebook.com/southsoundreading
and access to books for all children. www.instagram.com/southsoundreading

Board of Directors

. Administration (11%)
. Grants (12%) _ Contributions (3%) . Books & Programs (89%)

Physical address: 2830 Willamette Dr. NE Ste. A, Lacey, WA 98516
Mailing address: 305 College St. NE Lacey, WA 98516
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Ruth Conn, MD, Vice President, Retired Pediatrician

Jim Justin, Past President, Jim Justin Government Relations Consulting
Derek Bumrungsiri, Vice President, TwinStar Credit Union

Brenna English, Treasurer, Griffin School Foundation

Rick Peters, Secretary, Thurston County Prosecuting Attorney's Office

Amanda N. Adrian, Graphic Designer & Marketing Coordinator, Ramblin
Restaurants

Susan Gifford, Olympia School District

Karen Johnson, North Thurston Public Schools

Tanya Murray, SPSCC

Audrey Perry, Science Teacher, Washington Middle School, OSD
Cynthia Pratt, Poet Laureate, City of Lacey

Liz Selsor, Providence Southwest WA

Anne Wilson, Bean, Gentry, Wheeler & Peternell, PLLC

Staff

Jennifer Williamson Forster, Executive Director

Joy Bustanoby, Development Director

Lynn M. Neeley, Operations Lead & Volunteer Coordinator
Josh Johnson, Book for Kids Program Coordinator

Jess Lee, Book for Kids Program Coordinator
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. Bring ng the joy
| and promise of
books and
) reading to all
. South Sound
children since
2001!
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