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COMMUNITYCOMMUNITY
IMPACTIMPACT  2021-2022

82,265
BOOKS IN THE HANDS OF TO CHILDREN 

260 780
READ WITH A CHILD 20 MINUTES A DAY!

Promoting Literacy, Creating Potential 

14,468
BOOKS STOCKED IN 

LITERACY BOOKSHELVES

40,095
BOOKS DELIVERED 
BY THE BOOK VAN



When you were a kid do you remember the excitement of opening a book and
discovering what’s inside? The places they’d take you, the journeys, the things
you’d learn and experience? Books are magical!

It starts on your mom’s lap, reading books like Good Night Moon. I got that book
when my kids were born. It was donated by the Reading Foundation, and it came
with information about the importance of reading to your child 20 minutes a day,
to “promote healthy brain development, family bonding, and school success.”
And boy did I read!  From Good Night Moon to The Hobbit, books were journeys
we experienced together. And because this, my kids became strong readers,
curious learners, and engaged and successful students. 

Their school success was important to me because I struggled in school. I had
dyslexia, could not read in third grade, and was considered a “slow learner”.  But I
had a tutor and she helped me become a reader. And the more I read the better I
got, and the better I got, the more I read, and that meant more journeys, more
adventures, more learning.  Reading and books changed my life. Books are
magical!

And that is why I run a youth literacy organization that:
· Shares new board books and literacy packets with parents of newborns. Like
me, those parents now understand the value of reading to their kids and have
their first family-favorite book to read together each night, and 
· Provides over 1,500 books to children each week; most are low-income and
more likely to struggle with reading and less likely to have regular access to
books. 

Here are the comments of one such parent: “I grew up in the system and for me
reading was one of the few things I had no matter where I was. So, when I had
my son, we would read any book I could find, but being a single mom, I had to
rely on the kindness of others. Your program has filled our home with books and
allowed me to be a reading mom.” 

This mom and her son now have a house full of books; books that will build
healthy brain development, family bonding, and school success. Books that will
take them on adventures and journeys, teach them new things, and provide
exciting experiences. Books are magical! 

 
Happy reading adventures!

Jennifer Williamson-Forster
Executive Director 

DEAR FRIENDS,DEAR FRIENDS,



OUR PROGRAMSOUR PROGRAMS  

Family Education - visits parenting groups, support groups, 
workshops and literacy nights to provide books and discuss 
reading, literacy, and brain development.

Books for Babies - gives 2,300+ new board books and literacy 
information to families leaving the hospital with newborns.

Born to Read - partners with medical providers to give board 
books and information to low-income families at their baby's

       6-month checkup.

Literacy Book Van - visits low-income housing units,

Books for the Break - partners with schools and food

Literacy Bookshelves - stocks 14,000+ books on

Bag O' Books - packs individual book orders totaling

       schools, afterschool programs, community events and
       rural areas to promote reading by distributing 40,000+
       free books and literacy materials.

       banks to deliver books to homeless and low income
       children.

       bookshelves at agencies serving low-income clients so
       children can take a free book home to read.

       14,000+ books for families in Thurston and Mason counties, 
       ordered online and picked up at our office.                  

Books for Kids: 
supplies free books to 
children & families

Family Engagement: 
educates families 
about the importance 
of reading

Reading Engagement: 
engages children in 
reading and books

Read to Me - shares story time visits and 3000+ free books      
with children ages 3-5 at Head Start and other childcare   
facilities monthly.

Book Clubs and Book Talks - partners with programs that      
serve low-income children and youth to host book clubs and 
book talks.

Reading Maps - shares fun reading maps with children and 
families during school breaks to keep children engaged.



A YEAR IN PICTURESA YEAR IN PICTURES

 
Bringing the joy and 
promise of books and 
reading to all South Sound 
children since 2001

2001-2022



PEOPLE & FINANCIALSPEOPLE & FINANCIALS
Board of Directors
Jim Justin, President      

Genevieve Canceko Chan, Vice President, 

Ruth Conn, MD, Secretary, 

Craig Ottavelli, Treasurer, 

Mary Ellen Jones, Past President, 

Derek Bumrungsiri, TwinStar Credit Union
Brenna English, Griffin School Foundation
Susan Gifford, Olympia School District
Karen Johnson, North Thurston Public Schools
Tanya Murray, SPSCC
Amy Murry,  Human Body Works
Rick Peters, Thurston County Prosecuting 
Attorney's Office
Cynthia Pratt, Poet Laureate, City of Lacey 
Liz Selsor, Providence Health & Services 
Southwest Washington
Anne Wilson, Bean, Gentry, Wheeler & 
Peternell, PLLC

       Jim Justin Government Relations Consulting 

       Social Justice & Equity Commissioner, 
        City of Olympia                 

       Retired Pediatrician, 

       OrgSupport

       Fisher Jones Family Dentistry 

Staff
Jennifer Williamson Forster, 

Lacey Benedeck, Development Director
Lynn M. Neeley, Operations Lead & 
Volunteer Coordinator
 Abby Huennekens, Book Program 
Coordinator 
Grant Forster, Book Program Coordinator 

       Executive Director

Contact Us
South Sound Reading Foundation 

Mailing address:
305 College St. NE
Lacey, WA 98516 

Physical address:
200 Sleater-Kinney Rd NE
Olympia, WA 98506 

Main Office: 360-412-4499

read2me@nthurston.k12.wa.us

www.southsoundreading.org

www.facebook.com/southsoundreading

www.instagram.com/southsoundreading

2021-2022 Financials 

Contracts (5%)

Contributions (5%)

Donated Books (45%)

Events (22%)

Grants (23%)

Income

Expense
Administration (15%)

Books & Programs (85%)



DONORS AND FUNDERSDONORS AND FUNDERS

 

1st First Security Bank
Adriana Cherry
Aileen Wilcox
Alan Grupe
Alex Swank
Alexis Nelson
Alice Gaugler
Alison Eldridge
Allen Johnson
Alpha Omega I/
Tumwater Auto Spa
Amanda Kramer
Amanda Sipher
Amy Jackson
Amy Head
Amy Hoyte
Amy Murry
Amy Riggs
Anch Bergeson
Andrea Barta
Andrea Luncle
Andrea Ballard
Andrea Griffith
Andrew & Kristen Taylor
Angela Mortinson
Angelica Espino
Anita Chin
Anita Wells
Ann & Kenneth Yeo
Ann Chenhall
Ann Flannigan
Ann Freeman-Manzanares
Ann House
Anne Hales
Anne Clay
Anne Matthews
Anne Wilson
Annette McQueen
Arel Solie
Arnold Blaker
Ashley Dimick
Ashley Martino
Barbara Watson
Barbara Anderson
Barbara Hutton
Barbara Jones
Bayview Cooking School
Benjamin Chotzen
Beth Capek
Beth Doglio and Eddy Cates
Beth Dubey
Beth Harvey
Beth Schilling
Bethany Murphy
Bethany Partin
Betsey & Brian Kanes
Bill Tweit
BluKody Christensen
Bonnie Bao
Book Projects
Brenda & Mike Williams
Brenda North
Brenna English
Bridget Huennekens
Bridget Neltens
Bron & Tuula Lindgren
Browser's Bookshop
Bruce Dick
Bruce Nelson
Bryson Bristol
Candace Jacobs
Caprice Leinonen
Caprice Paduano
Captain Little
Carla Whiting
Carmina Drummer
Carol Rae & Phil Juergens
Carol Wintercorn
Carol Wood
Carolina Sun-Widrow
Caroline Myers Nielson
Caroline Bell
Caroline Nielson
Carolyn Cox
Carrie Swindler
Celia & David Nightingale
Chehalis Tribe
Chelsea Thayer
Chelsea Farms Oyster Bar

Chelsea Mancilla
Cheryl and Tom Oliver
Chris Garst
Chris Hawkins
Chrishan Danes
Christa Thompson & Andrew Cowan
Christina Rappin
Christina Janis
Christine Crowley
Christy & Rick Peters
Cindy Roberts
City of Olympia
Claudia Shanley
Colleen Clancy Spinharney
Compass Rose
Connie Richardson
Cora Davidson
Corinn Wohl
Corrina Phillips
Courtney Schrieve
Courtney Woodruff
Crafty Vet
Craig & Amy Ottavelli
Cristin Wilson
Cristina Stormans
Crystal Clear
Crystal Snare
Curtis Beech
Cynthia Pratt
Cynthia Cowan-Grewe
Cynthia Whelan
Dale & Darlene Soost
Daniel Phillips
David Fisher
David Pratt
Dawn Harper
Debbi French
Debbie Davis-Reid
Debbie Kilcup
Debby Parent
Debra Clemens
Delaney Herness
Denise Hardcastle
Dennis and Jean Carmichael
Derek Bumrungsiri & 
Kathleen Kachman
Diamanta Tornatore
Diane Brown
Diane Trivison
Dick Rust
Discover Books
Dogwoods Canine Stay and Play
Dominique Coco
Donna & Jack Rice
Dori Ferrel
Dorothy Frisch
Dorothy Phillips
Douglas & Lillian Ryan
Dung Tang
Dusti Demarest
Dylan Jilek
Dyonne Tappas
Eileen Harke
Elizabeth Hoehne
Elizabeth Ohnemus
Elizabeth Lewis-Lee
Emily Davis
Emily Ecker
Erica Bauermeister
Evergreen Christian School
Evergreen Elementary (SHSD)
Farrelli's Pizza
Fisher Jones Dentistry 
Fort Lewis Thrift Shop
Frank Wilson
Friends of the Lacey Library 
Gail Gosney-Wrede
Garfield Elementary (OSDX)
Gary Burris
Gary Warnock- Thurston  
County Coroner 
Gateway Rotary Club
Gayle McDougall-Treacy
Gaylen Wood
Genevieve Chan
Gina & Daniel Comeau
Glenda Drebick
Gloria Day
Gloria Dei Lutheran Preschool

Graciela Polley
Graeme Sackrison
Grant Forster
Grays Harbor  
Greg Cuoio
Gretchen Maliska
Grier Jewell
Griffin School District
Gus Penley
Hands On Children's Museum
Hannah Miller
Harlequin Productions
Harriet Strasberg
Hash
Hayden Milligan
Helen Henry
Hop N Drops
Humanities Washington
J Hanson Hanson
Jack Murphy
Jaclyn Marlow
Jacqueline Lambert
Jacquelyne Ferrado
Jami Roberts
Jamie Card
Jamie Teuteberg
Jane & Dave Lehnis
Jane Jones
Jane Lane
Jean Carr
Jeanette & Jeffrey Killip
Jennifer Taylor
Jennifer Rapacz
Jennifer Taft
Jennifer Willamson-Forster
 & David Forster
Jenny Bauersfeld
Jenny Heath
Jeny Meconi
Jeri Smith
Jessica Clark
Jessica & Scott Gagnon
Jessica Clark
Jessica Davis
Jessica Frierson
Jessica Wilson
Jill Ashton
Jill McFarland
Jim & Suzi Justin
Jimi Sharp
Jj Duncan Crump
Jocelyn McCabe
Jocelyn Wood
Jody Yeagley
John Canfield
John O'Leary
Jordan Nelson
Joyce Kinnersley
Jud kelley
Judy Lindsay
Judy Ritchie
Judy Covell
Judy Henderson
Judy Theine
Julia Pomerenk
Julie Lehnis
Just Between Friends
Kaiden Pasion
Kaitlyn Kinnard
Kara Latham
Kara Meyer
Karen Coups
Karen Fraser
Karen Johnson
Karen Remy-Anderson
Karla Robertson
Karmel Shields
Kate Costigan
Kate Franken
Kate Williams
Katherine Berndt
Katherine Flynn
Kathleen Forsythe
Kathleen O'Shaunessy
Kathryn & Steve Hamilton Wang
Kathryn McLeod
Kathy Kelley
Kathy Leitch
Kathy Randich

Katie Hurley
Katrina Land
Katy Johansson
Kelli Jackson Photography
Kelly Jackson
Kelly Leonard
Kevin Karkoski
Kim Hart
Kim Morley
Kiwanis Club of North Thurston
Krista O'Bryne
Kristi Basic
Kristi Radermacher
Kristina Anderson
Kristina Johnston
Kristine & Gabby Maxene
Kroger
Kustom Cakes
Kylie Phillips
Lacey Elementary
Lackamas Elementary (YELM)
Lacy Kooiman
Larry Sharp
Lawrence & Donna Brooke
Lee Ann Gekas
Lee Doyle
Lesley Bowser
Lin O'Leary
Linda Hicks-Green
Linda Malone
Linda Murphy & David Cheal
Lindsey Dahlquist
Linsey Lee
Lisa Herrick
Lisa Petrich
Lisa Power
Lisa Smith
Little Creek Casino
Liz Selsor
Liz Buck
Liz Kapust
Lora Budd
Lori Bame
LouAnn Brown
Louise Doran
Lucille Reiller
Lucky Eagle Casino
Lucy Eaton
Lucy Edmondson
Lynn Neeley
Madison Elementary (OSDX)
Maggie Montgomery
Mallory Halbert
Maplewood Media
Marc Elliott
Margaret Curl
Maria Anderson
Maria Huang
Maria Robinson
Marianne Hunter
Marilyn Brown
Marisha Kasjan
Marisol Lopez
Mark & Marilyn Curtis
Marla Gisi
Marrianne Backous
Mary Ellen Jones
Mary Ferris
Mary Sipher
Mary Turcotte
Matt Gordham
Matthew Ferrel
Matthew & Darlene Bartlett
Maureen Rathborne
McLane Elementary 
School (OSDX)
McMenamins
Megan Andersen
Megan Farrell
Megan Hubbard
Mel & Jan Murray
Melanie Bell
Melanie Ransom
Melissa Carnuff
Melissa Sharp
Melissa Stone
Melissa Thoemke
Michael Bevis
Michael McDonald

Michele Bruchet
Michelle McMahon
Michelle Meader
Michelle & Matthew Fisher
Michelle Mewhinney-Angel
Mick Hart
Mickey & Bill Lahmann
Mike Cousino
Miriam Campbell
Monica Crawford
Monica Davis
Morgan Stanley
Ms. Moffit’s Mystical Cupcakes
MultiCare
Museum of Pop Culture
Nancy Hamilton
Nancy Cutlip
Nancy Koptur
Nesley Wofford
Network for Good
Nicole Pate
Nicole’s Bar
Noelle Nicholson
Olympia Federal Savings
Olympia Film Society
Olympia High School Rotary Interact
Olympia Rotary
OlyWines
Owen Teuteberg
Oyster House
Pam Folsom
Pamela Finn
Paola Mancilla
Paramount Theatre
Patricia Starzyk
Patrick Murphy
Patty Belmonte
Patty Lemon
Paul Sullivan
Paula Moore
Peggy Doebed
Peter Fluetsch
Phyllis Edwards
Quinn Zigtermen
R & R Gellar Foundation, Inc
Racardo McLaughlin
Rachael Lundmark
Rachel Young
Ralph's & Bayview Thriftway
Raven’s Brew Coffee
Rebecca Sanchez
Rebecca Stinson Lane
Renah Blair Reitzke 
Family Community Foundation
Renee Corry
Richard Bentley
Richard Sandler
Robert & Jodi Kimizuka Connelly
Roberta Hamilton
Robin Fairfeld
Robyn Ann Meadows
Rodney Thompson
Ron Clark
Roni Pettit
Rosemary Barnhart
Roshawna Sloan
Rosita Bigelow
Rotary Club of Lacey
Roxanne Lieb
Roz Thompson
Rung Yu Jans
Ruth Bunda
Ruth Conn & Dawn Stremel
Ryan Anderson
Sadie Armijo
Sally Jones
Sally Jones
Sally Munson
Sammie Andretti
Sandra Kerrigan
Sara Biechman
Sara Winkelman
Sarah Mottern
Sarah Curtis
Sarah Gage
Sarah Merrifield
School of Hardknocks
Scott Niemann
Scott Spence

Seattle Theatre Group
Shannon Hatton
Shannon Wells
Sharla Desy
Sharon Elias
Sheelah McCaughan
Sheila Roy
Shelley Forslund
Shelley Stern
Shelly Bramham
Shelly Willis
Sheri Anecito
Shirley Carlson
Shirley Legg
Signe Feeney
Skookum Rotary Club of Shelton
Sofie's Scoops Gelato
Sonja Larson
Southworth Elementary School (YELM)
St. Andrew's United Methodist Church
Stacey Misener
Stacy Crawford
State of Washington Combined 
Fund Drive
Stephanie Hampton
Stephanie Holmstrom
Steven Barney
Sue Holder
Sue Wise
Sugar Canvas Boutique Bakery
Susan & Lowell Cordas
Susan Furman
Susan Gifford
Susan Phillips
Susan Southwick & Joseph Joy
Tacoma Art Museum
Tacoma School District
TAGS Awards & Specialties
Talia Mashiach
Tamara Clark
Tanya Murray
Target Import Warehouse
Terrel Dean
Terrel Lefferts
Terri Cohlene
Terry Borden
Terry & Kristi Hill
Terry Lehnis
Terry Sullivan
Thaxton Page
The Lutheran Church of the 
Good Shepherd
The Olympia Oyster House
The Westside Tavern
Thomas Loranger
Thurston County Public Health
 & Social Services
Tiffany Johnston
Tim Coley
Timmian Smith
Tina Anstine
Tina Leland
Tink Knits Northwest
Toby Brown
Tom Durwood
Tom Forrey
Tom Henderson
Tomm Aldridge
Tony Anecito
Tonya Hennen
Top Rung Brewing Company
Travis Pratt
Trudy Soucoup
Tye Menser
Vada Aldridge
Vicki Fagerness
Vicki Lewis
Victor Moore
Victoria Hayes
Virgil & Barbara Clarkson
Virginia Nordhorn
Washington Student Cycling League
Wendy Vance
Will Jespersen
William Lavely
Wilma & William Alkire
Winston McKenna
Ying Bao
Zack Midles
Zoe Cockrill
Zonta Club of Olympia

 



SPONSORSSPONSORS  

The Lila Ann Baker 
Charitable Trust

 

Daniel J. Berschauer 
Mediation Services

 

SPECIAL THANKS TO...SPECIAL THANKS TO...
All area school districts, Community Foundation of South Puget Sound,

 Dawkins Charitable Trust, Kiwanis Club of North Thurston
McEachern Foundation, Grays Harbor Community Foundation, Multicare, Nisqually 

Indian Tribe, North Thurston Public Schools, 
Rotary International, & Zonta of South Puget Sound

Twisted Pair 
Equity Partners

 

https://norththurstonkiwanis.portalbuzz.com/


TESTIMONIALSTESTIMONIALS

Thank you for being here each week 
and having books my student can 

read, it makes him feel like the other 
kids, having his own books.

I had to clean out a space last week for 
my daughter, she informed me that 
she wanted her own library because 

she now loves reading books.

Thank you so much, you have no idea 
how much this will help with my 
classroom setup. I can't afford 

everything I really need and SSRF has 
really helped to fill my gaps.

We believe so strongly in their vision and mission that along with 
sponsoring and attending fundraising events, one of our members 

of our leadership team serves on their board of directors! Their 
vision of a community where ALL children read well and enjoy 

reading leading to new opportunities aligns perfectly with 
TwinStar’s belief that literacy leads to the confidence to learn. 

Learning and knowledge open the doors to amazing opportunities. 
We appreciate the work of the South Sound Reading Foundation 

and are honored to support their efforts.

-Teacher of Special ED student

-Parent at distribution event 

-Teacher at resource day

-Corinn Wohl, Director of Community 
Engagement 

TwinStar Credit Union


