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Read with a child 20 minutes a day!

2001-2021



"To learn to read is to light a fire." 
-- Victor Hugo 
To watch a child select a book and light up like a
spark; to see them holding it close, dive in and
explore, experience, learn, and grow; this is what
we do for over 1,500 children and youth each
week.  We bring the joy and promise of books
and reading to all our regions’ children.
 
We partner with parents, schools, and
organizations to help their children and youth
become strong readers and develop a love of
reading. Why? Reading enables a child to
succeed in school, learn new things, understand
different perspectives, and go places they have
never gone before.
 
Many of the low-income children, youth, and
families we serve encounter multiple barriers,
yet access to books is key: "The mere presence
of books in the home profoundly impacts a
child’s academic achievement,"  (Jim Lindsay,
Access to Books).
 
As we move into winter, the cozy season, it fills
my heart with joy to know that we are getting
over 1,500 books into the hands and hearts of
the children and families in our region who need
them most. Thank you for understanding and
supporting the power of literacy and the spark
of reading! Because of you, bedrooms and
bookshelves, bags and backpacks have
wonderful books.  Together we are bringing the
JOY and PROMISE of books and reading to all
South Sound children. 

Happy reading adventures! 

Jennifer Williamson-Forster
Executive Director

dear friends,dear friends,



Books for 
Kids:
supplies free
books to
children &
families

Family
Engagement:
educates
families
about the
importance
of reading

Reading
Engagement:
engages
children in
reading and
books

Literacy Book Van - visits low-income housing units,
schools, afterschool programs, community events and
rural areas to promote reading by distributing 20,000+
free books and literacy materials.
Books for the Break - partners with schools and food
banks to deliver 10,000+ books to homeless and low-
income children.
Literacy Bookshelves - stocks 30,000+ books on
bookshelves at agencies serving low-income clients so
children can take a free book home to read.
Bag O' Books - packs individual book orders totaling
12,000+ books for families in Thurston and Mason
counties, ordered online and picked up at our office. 

Family Education - visits parenting groups, support
groups, workshops and literacy nights to provide books
and discuss reading, literacy, and brain development.

Books for Babies - gives 2,000 new board books and
literacy information to families leaving the hospital with
newborns.

Born to Read - partners with medical providers to give
board books and information to low-income families at
their baby's 6-month checkup.

Read to Me - shares story time visits and 3000+ free
books with children ages 3-5 at Head Start and other
childcare facilities monthly.

Book Clubs and Book Talks - partners with programs that
serve low-income children and youth to host book clubs
and book talks.

Reading Maps - shares fun reading maps with children and
families during school breaks to keep children engaged.

our programsour programs
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Adriana Cherry
Alan Grupe
Alexis Nelson
Alison Eldridge
Alita Ostapkovich
Alpha Omega I/Tumwater Auto Spa
Amanda Sipher
Amy Head
Amy Hoyte
Amy Murry
Amy Riggs
Andrea Ballard
Andrea Griffith
Anita Wells
Ann & Kenneth Yeo
Ann Chenhall
Ann Flannigan
Ann Freeman-Manzanares
Ann House
Anne Clay
Anne Matthews
Anne Wilson
Annette Wells
Anonymous Donors
Arel Solie
Barbara Anderson
Barbara Hutton
Barbara Jones
Barbara Lazio
Beth Capek
Beth Doglio and Eddy Cates
Beth Dubey
Beth Halpern
Beth Harvey
Beth Schilling
Betsey & Brian Kanes
Bill Tweit
BluKody Christensen
Brenda North
Brenna English
Brian Pratt
Bridget Neltens
Bridget Sipher
Britney Whiting-Looze
Bruce & Christine Mackey
Bruce Dick
Bruce Nelson
Bryson Bristol
Candace Jacobs
Caprice Leinonen
Caprice Paduano
Carmina Drummer
Carol Rae & Phil Juergens
Carol Wintercorn
Carolina Sun-Widrow
Caroline Bell
Caroline Myers Nielson
Carolyn Cox
Carrie Swindler
Chelsea Mancilla
Cheryl & David Heywood
Chris Hawkins
Christa Thompson & Andrew Cowan
Christina Janis
Christine Garst
Christine Long
Claudia Shanley
Colleen Clancy Spinharney
Community Fnd. of South Puget Sound
Connolly, Tacon & Meserve
Cora Davidson
Corinn Wohl
Courtney Schrieve
Courtney Woodruff
Craig Ottavelli
Cristin Wilson
Cristina Stormans
Crystal Clear
Crystal Snare
Cynthia & Jerome Zechmann
Cynthia Cowan-Grewe
Cynthia Pratt
Daidre & Larry West
Dan Phillips
David and Terri Fisher
David C Pratt
Debbi French
Debbie Davis-Reid
Debbie Kilcup
Jack Martin & Colleen Crowley
Debby Parent
Deborah Ritenour

Debra Clemens
Denise Hardcastle
Derek Bumrungsiri; Kathleen Kachman
Diamanta Tornatore
Dominique Coco
Dori Ferrel
Douglas & Lillian Ryan
Dr. Karen Johnson
Dung Tang
Dusti Demarest
Dylan Jilek
Edward Kifer
Eileen Harke
Elizabeth Lewis-Lee
Elizabeth Morgan & Garth Cowan
Emily Davis
Emily Ecker
Fisher Jones Dentistry
Fort Lewis Thrift Shop
Frank Wilson
Fred Martin
Gary Burris
Gateway Rotary Club
Gayle McDougall-Treacy
Gaylen Wood
Genevieve Chan
George Mathisen
Glenda Drebick
Gloria & Skip Strait
Graeme Sackrison
Gretchen Maliska
Grier Jewell
Harriet Strasberg
Hayden Milligan
Helen Henry
J. Paul Knox
Jack Murphy
Jaclyn Marlow
Jacquelyne Ferrado
Jami Roberts
Jane & Dave Lehnis
Jane Jones
Jane Lane
Janet Norris
Jason Dearborn
Jean Carr
Jeanette & Jeffrey Killip
Jennifer Rapacz
Jennifer Taft
Jennifer Williamson and David Forster
Jenny Heath
Jerry & Cindie Jackson
Jessica Davis
Jessica Frierson
Jill Ashton
Jill McFarland
Jim & Suzi Justin
JJ Duncan Crump
Joan Gounaris
Jocelyn McCabe
Jocelyn Wood
Jody Yeagley
Joe & Bonnie Shorin
John Asay
John Canfield
Joint Base Lewis McChord (JBLM)
Jonathan Allison
Jordan Nelson
Jose Galvan
Joyce Kinnersley
Judith & Martin Kimeldorf
Judy Covell
Judy Henderson
Julie Lehnis (TX)
Julie Lehnis (WA)
Kaiden Pasion
Kara Meyer
Karen Coups
Karen Fraser
Karen Johnson
Karen Maruyama Bolognese
Karen Remy-Anderson
Karla Robertson
Kate Franken
Katherine Berndt
Kathleen & James McDowell
Kathleen O'Shaunessy
Kathryn & Steve Hamilton Wang
Kathryn McLeod
Kathy Kelley
Kathy Leitch
Kathy Taylor Reed

Katie Hurley
Katy Johansson
Kelly Leonard
Kevin Karkoski
Kim Hart
Kim Morley
Kristi Basic
Kristin Norell
Kristina Anderson
Kristina Johnston
Kylie Phillips
Lacey Rotary Interact
Larry & Susan Poplack
Last Word Books
Laurel S. & Richard Seaman
Lawrence & Donna Brooke
Lee Ann Gekas
Lee Doyle
Leslie Panowicz
Lin Oleary
Linda Murphy & David Cheal
Lindsey Dahlquist
Linsey Lee
Lisa Bishop
Lisa Herrick
Lisa Power
Lisa Smith
Liz Kapust
Lori Bame
LouAnn Brown
Louise Doran
Lucy Edmondson
Maplewood Media
Marc Elliott
Maria Anderson
Maria Huang
Maria Robinson
Marilyn Brown
Mark & Marilyn Curtis
Marla Gisi
Marrianne Backous
Martha O'Brien Sheldon
Mary & John Karpel
Mary Ellen Jones
Mary Ferris
Mary Sipher
Mary Williams
Matthew & Darlene Bartlett
Meg & Bob VanSchoorl
Megan Farrell
Megan Hubbard
Mel & Jan Murray
Melanie & Mark Kincaid
Melissa Thoemke
Michael Hart
Michael McDonald
Michele Bruchet
Michelle & Matthew Fisher
Michelle Mewhinney-Angel
Mickey & Bill Lahmann
Miriam Campbell
Moments & Mountains Photo & Film
Monica Crawford
Monica Davis
Nancy Cutlip
Nancy Koptur
Nathaniel Hughes
Nesley Wofford
Network for Good
Noelle Nicholson
Olympia High School Rotary Interact
Olympia Pediatrics
Pamela & Daniel Baer
Pamela Finn
Pamela Folsom
Pamela Holsinger-Fuchs
Panorama
Patricia & Robert Harper
Patricia Starzyk
Patrick Murphy
Patty Lemon
Phyllis Edwards
Pinup Cleanup LLC
Port Blakely Tree Farms
Racardo McLaughlin
Rachael Langen Lundmark
Reliable Electric
Renee & Michael Schelper
Renee Corry
Richard and Randi Baldwin
Richard Bentley
Rick and Christy Peters

Rob McDermott & Teresa Loo
Robert & Jodi Kimizuka Connelly
Robert Hudspeth
Roberta Hamilton
Rodney Thompson
Roseann Feldmann
Roshawna Sloan
Rosita Bigelow
Roz Thompson
Russell Fox
Russell Lidman
Ruth Bunda
Ruth Conn & Dawn Stremel
Sally Jones
Sally Munson
Sammie Andretti
Sarah Gage
Sarah Merrifield
Scott Collins
Scott Niemann
Scott Spence
Shannon Hatton
Shannon Wells
Sharla Desy
Sharon Elias
Sheelah McCaughan
Sheila Roy
Shelley Kaurin
Shelley Stern
Shelly Bramham
Shelly Willis
Sheri Anecito
Shirley and Frederick Fischer
Shirley Carlson
Shirley Legg
Signe Feeney
Small to Tall Pediatric Dentistry
Sonja Larson
Stacy Crawford
State of WA Combined Fund Drive
Stephanie Hampton
Stephanie Holmstrom
Steve Wolford
Sue Holder
Sue Wise
Susan Furman

Susan Gifford
Susan Gordon; David Thureson
Susan Phillips
Susan Southwick & Joseph Joy
Talia Mashiach
Tamara Masenhimer
Tanya Murray
Temple Beth Hatfiloh
Terrel Dean
Terrel Lefferts
Terry & Kristi Hill
Terry Lehnis
Terry Sullivan
Thaxton Page
Thomas Loranger
Tiffany Johnston
Tiffany Korn
Tim Coley
Timmian Smith
Tina Anstine
Tina Leland
Tom Forrey
Tom Henderson
Tony Anecito
Tonya Hennen
Tonya Hollimon
Tracy Kahlo & Susy Stremel
Travis Hoppe
Travis Pratt
Trudy Soucoup
Tye Menser
Vicki Fagerness
Vicky Lamoreaux
Victoria Hall
Victoria Hayes
Virginia Blum
Virginia Nordhorn
Wendy Jarrett
Wendy Vance
William Beatty
William Lavely
Wilma & William Alkire
Winston McKenna
Zack Midles
Zan Associates
Zonta Club of Olympia

Special thanks to...Special thanks to...

Community Foundation of South Puget Sound



Dawkins Charitable Trust



Grays Harbor Community Foundation



Rotary International



McEachern Foundation



Multicare



Nisqually Indian Tribe



Zonta of South Puget Sound

thankthank
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donors and fundersdonors and funders



Books for Kids



Bean, Gentry, Wheeler,
Peternell, PLLC






Book Van

















Books for the Break







Panorama Retirement
Community, Lacey






Read to Me



Washington 529 College
Savings Plans






Born to Read









Washington 529 College
Savings Plans






Books for Babies



Washington 529 College
Savings Plans

SSRF
Programs

Andrew J. Kapust, DDS -
Orthodontics and 
Pediatric Dentistry






Fisher Jones Family Dentistry





Heritage Bank





NOVA Middle School





The Twisted Pair Equity Partners





Nicholson & Associates Insurance

In-kind Sponsors

Budd Bay Law





Daniel J. Berschauer





Henderson Law Group





Olympia Federal Savings
Browsers Bookshop



TAGS Awards & Specialties

SponsorsSponsors

http://www.bgwp.net/
https://www.panorama.org/
http://www.wastate529.wa.gov/
http://www.wastate529.wa.gov/
http://www.wastate529.wa.gov/


Mary Ellen Jones, President,
Fisher Jones Family Dentistry
Jim Justin, Vice-President,      
 Jim Justin Government Relations
Consulting 
Genevieve Canceko Chan,
Secretary, Saint Martin’s
University
Craig Ottavelli, Treasurer,
OrgSupport
Anne Wilson, Past-President,
Bean, Gentry, Wheeler &
Peternell, PLLC 
Derek Bumrungsiri, TwinStar
Credit Union
Ruth Conn, MD, Retired
Pediatrician
Brenna English, Griffin School
Foundation
Susan Gifford, Olympia School
District
Cynthia Pratt, City of Lacey
Karen Johnson, North Thurston
Public Schools 
Tanya Murray, SPSCC
Amy Murry,  Human Body
Works

Jennifer Williamson Forster,
Executive Director
Sarah Gage, Program Director
Ben Jurkovich, Book Program
Coordinator
Jae Townsend, 2021 Summer
Book Program Coordinator
Abby Huennekens, 2021
Summer Intern

Board of Directors

Staff

Contact Us
South Sound Reading Foundation
Mailing address:
305 College St NE
Lacey, WA 98516

Physical address:
200 Sleater-Kinney Rd NE
Olympia, WA 98506

Main Office: 360-412-4499
Program Director: 360-412-4411 x 35002

read2me@nthurston.k12.wa.us

www.southsoundreading.org

www.facebook.com/southsoundreading

www.instagram.com/southsoundreading

2020-21 Financials
Income

Expense

People & financialsPeople & financials

Books In-Kind (35%)

Events (28%)

Grants (18%)

Contributions (12%)

Contracts (6%)

Interest (1%)

Books and Programs (76%)

General Administration and
Fundraising (24%)

mailto:read2me@nthurston.k12.wa.us

